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‘®overnor of the State of Gexas:

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

! . r
| WHEREAS, the Forty-First Legisla‘bure at its First Special Session
passed Houae Bill No. 28y being ™ AN ACT providing for the concentration of the Texas
Prison System; increasing the duties. powera and ﬁmtions of the Texas Prison Board;
providing for the construction and building of buildings and walls and the location
' of a new penitentiary; providing for the removal of prisoners providing for the pur-
chage and sale of land and the sale and mamner thersof of property now controlled amd
uged by the Prison System; providing for purchase and sals of products by said System
‘and also "‘Voy"the Board of Control féf sald System and for other State Institutions end
purposes; making an apprbpria’c‘ion; ‘repealing all laws in conflict berswith; and .d‘gglar—
mé an emergencys” and.
‘ wﬁEREAS, said Bill has been vetoed for the reasons set out in the
i‘ollqﬁng stateman‘l:,‘ vwhich has been fil&‘ad with said Bill in the office of the Secre-b

i

tary of State;

—~



NOW, THEREFRE, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, 'I’H.AT I,

DAN MOODY, Governor of the State of Pexas, under and by virtue of the

authority vested in me by the Constitution and Laws of this State, have

vetoed said Bill for the reasons stated and on file, and do hereby problaim

seid action to have been taken.

m TESTMNY WHEREOF, I have hersunto

signed my nemé officially and caused
the seal .of state to be impressed
hereon at Austins Texas, thls the

day of June, A. D. 1929.

‘_@A M —
K Goverjfr oi Texas

4
Searevary of State



b3 Executive Office
June B, 1829

The ;.ttached bill, House Bill Zﬁoé 28, being An sot

"Providing for the concentrat ion of the Texas Prison System;
-increasing the dutiss. powers and fmotions of the Texas Prison
' Board; providing for the construction and bullding of buildinga

and walis‘:a.nd the location of a new penitentiary; providing for
.' the remowlral of prisoners; providiné for the purchase and sale
of 1ond and the sale and xoanner t'hereof of property now con-
| trolled’ and used by the Prison System' providing for purchase

and sale of products by said System and also by the Board of
‘Control for sald System and for other State Imstitutions and

purposes~ making an epproprietion; repealing all laws in con-

flict herewith; and declering an amergency.
1ar)hereby ve’coedo

_ In subatanoe this Bill provides that the Commission of nina

- members shall be appointed by the Governor to oonsider the feasibility
of oonoentrat:l.ng the prison system on 1and now owned by the State as a
part of its prison propertles, and if after such survey the Commisstion
should decide that there is no sultable site thereon or that it is not
expedient or in keeping with good business judgment to concentrate the‘
) pfison system on sueh land, then +the Gommissioo shall so report to the
Governor, and the Texes Prison Board, acting in canjunction mith the tln'ee‘
met;:bers of the Sta.te Senate and rive members of the House shall meke a
avrvey for the purpose of selecting a suitable site for the concantration
of the prison system. If the Cormission should determine that it is sound
' business to concontrate the syotem on scru; prol;erty now owned by the prisom
Sern  fyan

: syatem then the bill gives the smthority to proceed with the

ooncentration of the system,



If the first Commission concludes that the system should not be

' oconeentrated-on land now omead by the sybtem; then the second Bosrds 'that

.,

) 4he Commission to be composed of the Prison Board and three members of
_=t:he'.Senate'and f£ive members 61’ the Honépe of ﬁ‘apresentatives could determine
that the first Commission was in error ‘and séleot gome of the present proper-
tless -

IR This bill is simply prolonging the controversy concerning the |
,conceptraticnvof our prison system.. In my judgment the ideal way fo handle

it would be tp delegate the authorityvto a group of men to concentrate our

"“"pz"ison sj-stem. but the Leglslature desires to retain its control over the

transactions - I think thisﬁ will merely prolong the “matter as a political

issue:in the‘sfate, and that it-eamot serve to facilitate the solution of

. this most vexing emd expensive problem.

’Bhe next best way to handle the matter is to pass a bill which will

‘ .

Adireet that the present Prison Board shall formulate plams for the conoentra-

. tlon of the system, and present these plans to the Iegislature. Such a 'bill

{3 much more desirable than the bill hereby vetoed. Ome objection to the bi]l"
under consideration is the fact thet the body created to pass upon the questidm

i1s so large that no reascnable conclusion can be fairly anticipated as a result

_of the work to be done under this bill.

Texas has long maintained a prison system that does the State no
eredits Theoretically we have been in the business of reforming prisoners,
and‘practically we have been in the business of mamfacturing tham. Theoret-
icaliy we have been in the business of maintaining a prison system upc;n a
basis which it wae hopgdﬂ::‘be self—sustaining while practically we have

N
been closing our eyes to good bus iness methods and losing money at times in

' onormous sumse Theoretically we have been modern, and practically we have

' failed to take amdvantage of amy of the modern developments in the operation

of & penal institution.

It would seem wise to use the pccoceeds of property now owned by

' the priéon system in the construction of a modern penitentiary, emd if it is

=2




found that the .present omed properbties are not desirable for the site of

‘ " 2 modern gystam; hovevers 1 have no desire to gell & foot of ite ’Ifhe State
'is sble to own 1% and keep i'l:. It may be wise to hold it because of
. possible olil and other mimral developnents 1n the immediate territory o_f

some of it; and it is my Judgment thet none of it should be sold-without

:

ﬁroper reservation of the oil and mineral rightse
| ?his phase of the matter is nob important because this land can
ve held and pendled as the fubure dictates to be hest% oA ¥ ’6”"““’«
Wh’:;atter‘or eonstructing a mod.ern penitentiary. howevers should
not be permitted to walt. Herolo treahnent is desirables and authority should
be glven to conoentrate the system, put modern business ideas into 11;. con=
struét 1t and operate if gecording to the latest developed plans applicable
4o the operation of a penal institu‘bion. & l
I em vetoing this pill, and T hope that this Legislature will etnacf
- a bill under ,'which the problem can progress at least part the wy» :Lf: not |

) all the way» toward solutione

- : ' ' ' Governor. 7




